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Mike Cason <casonm@troup.org>

Appeal of Funding Committment Adjustment Letter to Troup County School System

1 message

Mike Cason <casonm@troup.org> Wed, Nov 12, 2014 at 9:15 AM
To: Appeals@sl.universalservice.org, JOSHUA MONEYPENNY <moneypennyjd@troup.org>, "Cason, Mike" <casonm@troup.org>

Please find the attached files which comprise our submission of a letter of appeal and documentaton to you letter of October 30,2014 # 0007630627
which proposes rescending funding to FRN # 2337012.

1. USACAppeal11-12-14TroupCountySchoolSystem (pdf) Letter of A~neal
2. TCSSBIDCOMPAREZ2012 (xIsx|) Bid comparison

3. 470YEAR15TCSS (pdf) 470 Request for Services

4. AT&TYEAR15 (pdf) AT&T quote

5. SPRINTYear15TCSS (pdf) Sprint quote

Please open the letter of appeal which references the supporting dc

Mike Cason
Administrative Assistant
Troup County School System

5 attachments
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Letter of Appeal to USAC
Today’s Date 11/12/2014 Commitment Adjustment Letter 10/30/2014
Billed Entity Name: Troup County School System
Form 471 Application # 845112
BEN: 127310
FCC Registration # 0007630627
FRN # 2337012
Contact Information
Name: Mike Cason
Address: 100 N Davis Road Building A
LaGrange, GA 30241-1562
Phone: 706-812-7979
Fax: 706-812-7928

E-mail: casonm@troup.org

We are appealing you decision in the letter dated 10/30/2014 (received 11/10/2014) to
rescind FRN 2337012 in full.

From the letter “It was determined that you failed to comply with all FCC, state and
local procurement/competitive bidding requirements because there was no bidding
process involved with your vendor selection..”

1. We did receive 2 quotations for the cell phone service requested in the Form
470. ( see attached AT&T and Sprint quotations)

2. These 2 quotations were compared to the then active Verizon rates the school
system was utilizing and the determination was made that the current Verizon
rates were the lowest and most cost effective and were included in the 471 as
the vendor of choice for the service for the next year. (see attached
comparison sheet for 3 vendors)



3.

The cost comparison was based on Sprint and Verizon identifying separate
costs for internet access on the phones with AT&T providing a single cost
quotation. We filed a separate request for the internet access rates.

From the letter “ by submitting a complete description of services requested so that

it may be posted for competing providers to evaluate and certify to certain criteria

under penalty of perjury...?

1.

2-

Our Form 470 states specifically that we were requesting basic cell service
for 255 cell phones over 25 sites (See attached Form 470 #111760000989445).
The Sprint reply was very specific in understanding this in that it quotes basic
service for 220 lines and extended service for 35 lines (total of 255 units). This
speaks to the fact that we provided explicit information for vendors to
consider. AT&T did not provide separate pricing in their quote. Verizon had
already supplied separate quotations under the then in place pricing to the
school system.

We contend that we met this requirement since we received 2
responsive/valid quotations and rates from an in place vendor to consider.

Conclusion:

We are not clear why this original decision was made. At no point during this audit

process have been asked to submit any supporting bids and bids comparisons. We

base our appeal on the 2 enclosed bids and the rates we selected from our then

current Vendor - Verizon.

1.

2.

Our submissions document notification of services requested (Form 470
#111760000989445)

Our submissions document 2 bids received and one standing rate quotation
from our then current vendor, Verizon.

We ask that no action be taken to recover this funding based on our actual

compliance to the rules and regulation by receiving multiple bids and making a

cost effective Wﬂ@gﬂ:wice.
Mike Cason Date: November 12, 2014

Administrative Assistant

Troup County School System



Application’ Page 2 of 7

rénmy Number; 127310 Applicant's Form Identifier: 470Year15
|_l:':unhct Person: Mike Cason Phone Number: (706) 812-7979

|Block 2: Summary Description of Needs or Services Requested
8 Telecommunication Services

If you check YES lo indicale you have a Request for Froposals (RFF) that specifies the services you are seeking, your RFP must be available lo all interested bidders for at least
28 days. If your RFP Is not available lo all interesled bidders, or if you check NO and you hava or inlend fo have an RFP, you risk denial of your fi

a [~ YES, | have released or inlend lo release an RFP for these services. It is available or will become avallable on the Intemnet at;
or via (check ona) I the contact parson in ltem & or

o 1Oy

I the contacl person listed in ltem 12
Your RFP Indentifler:

b [¥ NO, | have not released and do not Intend lo release an RFP for lhase services.

Service [[Quantity andlor Capacity
Local and Iung distance phane servica for district|[240 lines over 25 sites
VOIP phone service 5 VOIP lines
Cell Phone sarvice lor districl ES.’) Cell phones over 25 siles
AN network service for district |1 GB service for 21 sites and 10 GB service for 1 sile

8 Inlemet Access

If you check YES (o Indicale you have a Reguest for Proposals (RFF) that specifies the servicas you are seeking, your RFP must be available lo all interesied hm‘dara for al least

28 days. If your RFP is nol available o all interesled bidders, or if you check NO and you have or inlend (o have an RFF, you risk denial of your funding
a [ YES, | have released or intend to relesse an RFP for these services. It is available or will b flable on the | at:
or via (check one) I~ the contac! person In ltem 6 or I~ Ihe contact persen listed In llem 12

Your RFP Indentifier:

b ¥ NO, | have nol released and do nol intend lo release an RFP for these services,

Whether you check YES or NO, you musl list below the Inlemel Access services you seek. Specily each service (8.g., monthly Inlemel service) and quantily andlor wpa:lly (e.g..
for 500 users).

Ice /|Quantity and/ar Capacity
Basic Inlemet access via cell phones 35 cel| phones ove 25 siles
'kErpanded bandwidlh for internet access (beyond the service provided by slate of Georgia in cumenl e-rate 1 Basic access line lo disiricl-bandwidth lo be delermined by
application)
VOIP phone line access 45 VOIP lines
bt ] fanamar o HEnrrms sonirravwan lamsrrne reerd s 4 T T s ren c b MMl cn kP e L coms = oemeafe o -1 T3 AAAS 4 1 i A~



Wireless Solutions for TROUP COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM -
s Mt

Organization: TROUP COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM Quote #:
Address: 100 NORTH DAVIS ROAD BUILDING C Date: 1/16/2012
City, State, Zip: LAGRANGE Ga 32040 Phone: (706) B12 -7900

Phone: 770.330,5696,
Email: kd971x@att.com

*Subject to terms and conditions of GTA 000187-002
*15% discount on qualifying voice & data plans

*No activation or termination fees on monthly recurring charge

*30 day (15 day retun on Apple Products) equipment return policy (standard shipping Is 2 business days; some devicas charge restock fees)

*15% discount for all government employees on personal AT&T mobility service

*Premier web site for managing account on-line will be set up with secure access for authorized users
3 Cov

View a customized AT&T wireless service coverage map at

hitp://www.wireless.att.com/coverageviewer/

Confidentiality—® 2011 ATE&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, ATKT logo, and 2 other marks contained herein are trademarks of ATET Inteflectual
Property and/or ATRT affiliated companies. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. The contents of this document are unpublished, proprietary, and confidential and
may not be copled, disclosed, or used, in whole or In part, without the express wrilten permission of ATAT Intellectual Property or affiliated companies, except to the extent required by law and Insofar as
Is reasonably necessary in order to review and evaluate the information contained herein, Providers of Service—Subsidlaries and affiliates of ATET Inc. provide products and services under the ATRT
brand. Proposal Validity Period—The Information and pricing contained in this proposal Is valid until 1) the parties enter into a fully executed binding contract, 2) ATET timely withdraws the proposal, or 3)
the E-rate filing window closes for the then-current E-rate Funding Year, whichever first occurs. Terms and Conditions—Unless otherwise stated hereln, this proposal Is condltioned upon negatiation of
mutually acceptable terms and conditions. Proposal Pricing—Pricing proposed hereln is based upon the specific product/service mix and locations outlined in this proposal, and Is subject to ATET's
standard terms and conditions for those products and services unless otherwise stated herein. Any changes or variations in the standard terms and conditions, the products/services, length of term,
locations, and/or design described herein may result in different pricing. Disclaimer—For purposes of this Proposal, the identification of certaln services as "eligible” or "non-eligible” for Universal Service
(“E-rete") funding Is not dispasitive, nor does it suggest that this or any other services in this Proposal will be deemed eligible for such funding. Any conclusions regarding the eligibllity of services for E-
rate funding must be based on several factors, many of which have yet to be determined relative to the proposed services and equipment described herein. Such factors will include, without fimitation,
the ultimate design configuration of the network, the specific products and services provisioned to operate the netweork, and the type of customer, and whether the services are used for eligible
educational purposes at eligible locations. In its proposal, ATET will ieke guldance from the "Eligible Services List” and the specific sections on product and service eligibllity on the Schools and Uibraries
Division (“SLD") of the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC") website www.sl,universalservice.org. This site provides a current listing of eligible products and services, as well as conditionally
eligible and ineligible services. This guidance notwithstanding, the final determination of eligibility will be made by the SLD after a review of the customer’s E-rate application for this proposal. If ATET Is
awarded the bid for this project, ATRT will provide assistance on the E-rate application solely on matters relative to the functionality of the services and products which comprise the network.
Nevertheless, the responsibility for the E-rate application Is with the customer. AT&T is not responsible for the cutcome of the SLD's declsion on these matters. Broadband Internet Access—For
Information about ATET's broadband Internet access services, please visit www.att.com/broadbandinfo. End User Equipment—such as telephone handsets—is ineligible per Eligible Services List found on
USAC website www.universalService.org. Applicants are expected to provide cost allocation of Ineligible components as part of their funding request, per cost allocation guidelines

hitp:/ferww, universalservice.org/sl/applicants/step06/cost-allocation-guidelines-products-services.aspx. If equipment Is "free,” the value may have to be deducted from the pre-discount cost of services
per Frea Services Advisory http://www.universalservice.crg/s!/applicants/step06/free-services-advisory.aspx. Promational credits may be subject to cost allocation on E-rate funding requests per E-rate
Free Services Advisory http://www.universalservice.org/sl/applicants/step06/free-services-advisory.aspx. Cost allocations are the responsibility of the Applicants. Equipment avallability and pricing Is
subject ta change based on when plans are activeted.

Pricing Summary

Customer Signature: Date:
Purchase Order #:
Provider Signature: Date:

Summary Sheet Paga 1 of 1



@ra te Sprint ;

170 Application # 111760000989445

spin Number 143006742

school Name TROUP COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM

>hone Number 706-812-7979

Main Address _ 100 NORTH DAVIS ROAD BUILDING C

Sity LAGRANGE

state GA

Zip Code 32040

3AN/Account # New

Juote Date 01/05/2012

Zontact Name Mike Cason

Zontact Email casonm@troup.org

—ontract Name STANDALONE AGREEMENT

—ontract Number N/A

State Discount % 24%

ferm Month to Month

‘unding Year 2012-2013

TR E-Rate Wireless! Service Quote’ - SEEn AR
Access Charge [2] # of Units | Monthly Charge  Estimated E-rate | Estimated

Subsidy Applicant

Discount Payment After

Subsidy
USiCePIERSI e e S S e [ L T

jusiness Advantage Talk 200 (pooled minutes « $5,013.80 (54,061.18) ssszszq
1ools only with other Bus Adv plans; unlimited
veekend minutes and nights starting at 7pm;
inlimited mobile to moblle minutes; unlimited group
;onnect & direct connect on select devices;

lomestic long distance & roaming included, anytime

3undlediVoice and Data Rlans| /10 il S R
jusiness Advantage Messaging and Data 200 ’ $1,605.65 51,

pooled minutes - pools only with other Bus Adv
slans; unlimited Any Mobile Anytime minutes,
inlimited text messages; unlimited e-mail and
nobile web; includes BB BIS; (BB BES for
idditional charge), unlimited weekend minutes and
iights starting al 7pm; unlimited mobile to mobila
ninutes; unlimited group connect & direct connect
n select devices; domestic long distance &
oaming included, anytime overage minutes
0.25/min, Please Note: a $10.00 per month
uiditional charae mav anoly to data plans for new

111 / Siate Taxes $108.28 ($160.61) $37.67,
‘ederal USF $200.59 ($169.77) $30.82
Total Per Month $7,017.32 ($5,684.03) $1,333,29

Total Per Year §84,207.88

Estimated Total Per Year Alter E-Rate Subsidy | 515,899.50

sustomer Signature: Date:

service Provider Signature: Date:

"he Agreement [s effeclive as of the last dale of signature noted above. The Term of the Agreement will begin ("Service
Jommencement Date") according to the following option selecled by the Customer (if neither box checked, Oplion 1 Is the default):

Jption 1: Service will begin on July 1, 2012. Customer Is requesling E-Rate support, but agrees that it will
oblain Service and be llable for payment regardless of whether it receives E-Rale support.

11 . Service will begin only after Sprint has recelved a Funding Commitment Declsion Letter awarding E-Rale
funds to Customer, and In no case before July 1, 2012. Customer will be responsible for payment for Service
throughout the Term and for any amounts nol covered by the E-Rate program, regardless of the availability of
E-Rale funding in fulure years.

1] Visual Estimate ...based on current E-rale Subsidy - Sprint offers both SPI and 472 Reimbursement Options



Bid Comparison Troup County School System

January 2012
Basic Cell Service 255 phones Internet access 35 phones
Per Month

ATE&T $6,612.00 all phones no separate quote for internet acces
$25.92 per phone with internet on 357

Sprint $5,013.80 220 phones $1,595.65 35 phones
$22.79 per phone $45.59 per phone

Verizon $5,200.00 255 phones $970.00 35 phones additional chsa
$20.39 per phone Of $27.71 per phone

Adding Verizon of $5200 and $970.00 = $6170.00 total vs $6612.00 for AT&T

‘%’m:»/b LL 08 .95



